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scientific branches = the study was realized according to the „old“ Act
172/1990 dealing with the Universities and                   
according to the Notice 131/97

� before the year 2004 PhD study at JFM CU was realized mainly
in basic and preclinical disciplines

� standard duration of the full - time (FT) PhD study was three years
and part - time (PT) PhD study lasted maximally five years

� the last opportunity to finish PhD study in this form is until the end
of 2010

� JFM CU accredited 15 scientific branches

past PhD study at JFM CU:
scientific branches



study branches = accredited at JFM CU in 2004 year according to the

renewed Act 131/2002 and the CU rector direction

6/2004 and 2/2008

� recent PhD. study at JFM CU after 2004 is extended also to clinical
fields

� standard period of the FT PhD study was centrally (by Ministry of
Education) increased to 4 years

� for the PT form of the PhD study the duration remained unchanged
(5 years )

� JFM CU accredited 17 study branches

recent PhD study at JFM CU:
study branches



PhD students at JFM CU 2002-2008
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graduated PhD students at JFM CU 2002-2008
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� credit system is used at JFM CU since 2002 in both forms of PhD
study according to „Study order of credit system of PhD study 
JFM CU“ (full text on web page www.jfmed.uniba.sk)

� standard load of PhD student during 1 academic year = 
activities that correspond to 60 credits

� PhD student obtains credits:

1. for the study part - after finishing the compulsory subjects (course
of research work methodology, foreign language exam) and chosen 
(voluntary) subjects according to individual study schedule and 
after other study activities (study stay in abroad etc.)

the study part is finished by dissertation exam – with two exami-
ners (one is extramural)

credit system of PhD study at JFM CU 



� PhD student obtains credits:

2. for individual creative scientific activity – with dominancy of
research work

3. for teaching activity at the faculty and for the treatment care (clinical
disciplines) 

4. for submitting the dissertation work

� in full - time form of PhD. study the student is charged to obtain during
every academic year of study at least 40 credits

� in part - time form of PhD study the student has to obtain at least 30 
credits during every academic year

credit system of PhD study at JFM CU 



credit system of PhD study at JFM CU  

� dissertation exam – PhD student can apply for dissertation exam
(in full - time form of study usually until 18 months, in part -time form
until 3 years) after obtaining at least 60 credits

� defence of thesis – PhD student can apply for defence of PhD
thesis after obtaining 150 credits and after recommendation of tutor
to accept thesis for defence. PhD student obtains 30 credits when
the thesis was accepted to defence

� comission for this defence consists of (minimally) 7 members from
different Slovak Medical Faculties and 3 reviewers even from abroad
(one of reviewers can be from JLF CU)

� successful graduate of PhD study – has to obtain in both forms of 
study during the course of study at least 180 credits , including
30 credits after the acceptation of thesis



pros and cons of the PhD study in Medicine
some opinions of PhD students

at JFM CU



Instructions for filling in the questionaire: Please, add or mark the answer. Concerning the
questions with a scale, 1 - means the least, 5 - means the most. Filling the questionaire in 
electronic version, please, add the answers or for the que stions with offered answers
cancel the inappropriate possibility.

Note: autors of the questionaire promise on their honour that the data from the questionaire will
be evaluated anonymously and personal data of the responders will be neither anywher e
published nor misused.

1.   Are you male or female ?:  a) M     b) F
2.   Which year of the PhD study do you atend ? 
3.   Which discipline does your workplace belong to ?:

a) basic disciplines b) preclinical disciplines c) clinical disciplines JFM CU and MFH
d) nursing and non-medical study programs

4.   Give the reasons, why did you decide for PhD study:
5.   Are you safisfied with equipment of your PhD study workplace (institute, clinic) ?          1-2-3-4-5
6.   Are you satisfied with your tutor ? 1-2-3-4-5
7.   Have you a sufficient privacy at your workplace?  (daily room)                                        yes – no
8.   Have you a sufficient time for your Ph?                                                               yes - no
9.   Have you a sufficient amount of the material and financial sources for your scientific

work ?                                                              yes - no
10.  What is your opinion about the Brain-storming discussion meetings of PhD students ?

a) positive b) neutral c) negative d) I feel it as compulsory part of PhD study
e) another comments (please, give your opinion):

11.  What is your official daily working time in hours ?
12. How many time in hours you spend at your workplace daily really ?
13. How many hours weekly are you teaching students during semester ?
14. Are you satisfied with the level of the student knowledge and their preparation

for practical teaching ?
15. What about your relation to the student lessions ?

a) positive b) neutral c) negative d) I feel it as compulsory part of PhD study e) I have not
lessons

Questionnaire for the full-time PhD students at JFM CU due to contribution of JFM CU 
on Fourth European Conference ORPHEUS about PhD study, Å rhus, April, 23-25, 2009



16.  How many hours do you work as a resident-physician at the department (clinical disciplines):
17.  What is your opinion about starting your specialty study already after dissertation exam (clinical

disciplines): a) positive b) negative c) I do not know
18.  Please, try calculate in percentage how many time weekly you spend in average doing following

activities: a) scientific work/research,  b) resident work in hospital, c) student lessons d) other
19.  Are you satisfied with a current juridical state of the full-time PhD student ?                               yes – no
20.  Should have the full-time PhD students their representative in the Academic Senate of JFM CU ?

a) yes b) no  c) I do not know
21.  Do you consider the actual length of PhD study as an appropriate ?                                          yes – no
22.  Do you consider your scholarship/month as adequate evaluation of your work ?                      yes – no
23   Do you plan after finishing of your PhD study to work at JFM CU ?                                           yes – no
24. Would you recommend to your young colleagues after finishing of the University to start PhD study ?     

yes – no 
25.  Give the advantages of PhD study according your opinion and experiences :
26.  Give the disadvantages of PhD study according your opinion and experiences :
27.   Which measures do you propose for to improve the actual state, rights and work of the full-time

PhD student ?
28.  Other comments:

Please, the answered questionaire has to be sent at least until 6th April 2009 in electronic form to the
following address: stasko@jfmed.uniba.sk or sent in print form by the faculty mail to the address of Ján 
Staško, Office of PhD study of JFM CU, Záborského � .2, 036 45 Martin.
Preparation of questionaire: Tomáš Balhárek, MD. and Juraj Marcinek, MD, the full-time PhD students of
Pathological Anatomy Institute of JFM CU. 
Questionaire comments: Ján Staško, MD., ass.prof., vice-dean of JFM CU for PhD study.
Martin, March, 22, 2009
Thank you for your time, goodwill and co-operation. 

Questionnaire for the full-time PhD students at JFM CU due to contribution of JFM CU 
on Fourth European Conference ORPHEUS about PhD study, Å rhus, April, 23-25, 2009



questionnaire – PhD student respondents

25%

16%

39%

20%

1st year

2nd year

3rd year

4th year

64%

36%
female

male

94th year of PhD study

173rd year of PhD study

72nd year of PhD study

111st year of PhD study

28female

16male

26,7average age

44 
(64,7%)

number of responders (% 
from active PhD students)

year of PhD study

PhD student gender

10nursing & non-medical discipl.

25clinical disciplines

9basic & preclinical disciplines



why did respondents decide for PhD study ?

� scientific work/research (17)
� professional growth, improvement of qualification and practical skills, career (22) 

� would like to work in Martin faculty hospital (MFN), but there was not available
position for graduates (9)

� would like to stay at JFM CU or would like to teach at high school (5)

� would like to stay in Martin and did not have better alternative (2)

� not to stay unemployed (1)
� maintain student status (3)
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Evaluation of departments
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activities of PhD students
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social and juridical status of PhD students
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Disadvantages

- „status of student without student laws and advantages“ (>26 years) („many

disadvantages of students and employees without adequate advantages“)

- disbalance between PhD students from basic/preclinical and clinical depart-
ments

- do not have representation in Academic Senate of the JFM CU (81 FT PhD

students)

Advantages

- scientific work, projects, work at specialized departments of JFM CU and MFH 

- publication activity

- teaching skills

- accommodation at student college

summarized Pros and Cons
from the point of view of PhD students
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