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Harmonisation
of PhD/MD programmes in the EU

� Setting standards (admission, programme,
thesis, publications, scientific value, etc.)

� Continuous maintenance and upgrading of 
these standards
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Problems to be addressed during
standardisation and harmonisation

� PhD study in clinical subjects

� parallel research activity and clinical training
� it is difficult to organise English PhD study in 

clinical programmes. Communication with 
patients in the Czech language is essential
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Problems to be addressed during
harmonisation
Enormous variability among students

70 %  versus 30 %Clinical programmes versus basic
research programmes

30 %  versus 70 %Immediately after graduation 
versus some practical experience 

95 % versus 5 %In Czech versus in English 

45 % versus 55 %Full-time study versus part-time

80 % versus 20 %MD versus other master degrees
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Problems to be addressed during
harmonisation

� The criteria for the quality of PhD 
thesis

� Criteria are to be established and maintained.

a) formal requirements
b) scientific requirements
c) 2 independent external reviewers
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Problems to be addressed during
harmonisation

� The criteria for permission to 
defence the thesis (publications)

� Student submitting his (her) PhD thesis has to 
publish at least three full text research papers (or 
accepted for publication). 

The student should be the corresponding author in 
two of them.

At least one of these articles should be published in 
a journal with an impact factor.
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� Current situation at our Faculty
� Legislative framework in the Czech

Republic

One system for all fields and all type of 
universities.

Master degree is required for enrolment (bachelor 
is not sufficient).

Standard study period is 3 or 4 years.

All universities have to pass accreditation 
procedure for every study programme.
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� List of accredited PhD programmes 
at Faculty of Medicine in Hradec Kralove

Anatomy, histology and embryology  
Clinical oncology and radiotherapy 
Clinical biochemistry
Dentistry 
Physiology and pathological physiology  
Gynaecology and obstetrics  
Hygiene, preventive medicine and epidemiology  
Internal medicine
Medical biophysics  
Medical biology  
Medical pharmacology  
Medical chemistry and biochemistry  
Medical immunology  
Medical microbiology  
Ophthalmology  
Pathological anatomy  
Paediatrics  
Psychiatry  
Radiology  
Surgery



ORPHEUS 2009, Aarhus 	

Charles University Faculty of Medicine in Hradec Kralove
----------------------------------------------------------------------

� During the past 15 years we have 
enrolled more than 600 students into 
our PhD programmes

� currently enrolment 50 - 60 students per year
� success rate is about 60 %
� only 50 % students finished study within 

standard period of 3 years
� The criteria for the quality of PhD thesis are 

established and maintained.
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Measures to increase the quality of 
Ph/MD study in Hradec Králové
(future trends)

� Thesis in English
� Public database of all PhD thesis in 

electronic version (on web platform)
� International evaluators in thesis defence 

committee
� Networking at all levels, to meet, to share 

ideas and experiences
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� Measures to increase the quality 
of PhD education – networking

� obligatory long-term stay of all students at  
laboratory abroad

� enrolment of international students into the 
English PhD programmes

� organisation of an international conference
of PhD students
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� Variable Characteristic of 
International PhD Conferences

� key note speakers or students only
� evaluation committee

� only PhD students
� only MD students or MD+Pharmacy or all 

Biomedical and Health Sciences students

� all field biomedicine or selected topics
� students presentations or administrator 

presentations
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2008All fieldsPostgraduate Conference
Lincoln University,  New 
Zealand

2007Physician-scholars in 
training in the social 
sciences and humanities

The University of Chicago, 
Il, USA

2009Graduate Research 
Conference

University of Maryland, 
Baltimore

2008University at Buffalo, 
University of Rochester, 
Medical University in NY

Tri-Institutional Research 
Conference for MD/PhD 
students 

2009Introduction to the MD/PhD 
program

University of Rochester 
Medical School

200919th Annual National MD/PhD 
Student Conference.

The University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center, Keystone
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2009Participation on the 2nd 
Conference of PhD 
Students in Medicine 
and Pharmacy

Semmelweis University 
School of Ph.D. Studies

2009Students report (MSc 
and PhD)

MIE09 Sarajevo
Medical Informatics in a 
United and Healthy Europe

2008Students presentation
Administrator 
presentations

4th Scientific Conference of 
PhD students,
Jessenius Medical Faculty, 
Martin, Slovak Republic

Since 
1998 

Postgraduate Conference
British Society for the 
history of science and 
medicine, UK

2009The 2nd Conference of 
PhD Students in 
Medicine and Pharmacy

University of Medicine and 
Pharmacy, Targu Mures, 
Romania
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� Goals of International Medical 
Postgraduate Conferences 
in Hradec Kralove

� build a bridge between basic science and 
clinical needs

� shared experiences from the different 
national PhD programs

� to provide  a scientific exchange platform for 
medical science PhD students in Europe

� evaluation and awarding the best students
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International Medical Postgraduate 
Conferences in Hradec Kralove

12101086Members of
Internat. Jury

85

6

14

44

2006

1101077660Participants

10622Countries

1615119Faculties

40343739Students
Presentations

2008200720052004
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Parameters of International Medical 
Postgraduate Conferences 

in Hradec Králové
� Organised annually
� All communication in English only 
� Maximum 40 presentations (in 3 days) 
� All presentations in one session
� Medical and Pharmaceutical Faculties only
� International jury, rules for evaluation
� Participating faculties can nominate 2 students. 

Nomination is based on transparent procedures
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� Conference venue
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Florian W. Kiefer 
(Vienna)

Rasmus Møgelvang
(Copenhagen)

Jitka Fu� íková
(Prague)

� Conference winners in 2008
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� Proposal

We believe it is time to start discussion about 
harmonisation and coordination of PhD/MD 
conferences within EU. 

The ORPHEUS can and should play the 
leading role in coordination these events.

ORPHEUS Executive Committee proposal  
for organisation of specific „Task Force“ for 
supporting these activities.
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Announcement
The 6th International 

Medical Postgraduate Conference 
in Hradec Kralove 

November 19 -21, 2009

contact: cervinka@lfhk.cuni.cz



ORPHEUS 2009, Aarhus ��

��������	�
�����	�����
�������������	�
�����	�����
�����


