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“What opportunities would a well-organized Ph.D programme offer and what can I learn from it?” This question 

instinctively comes to students’ mind when they seek for opportunities to study the doctoral degree. A 

comprehensive Ph.D programme should provide both opportunities and challenges to its students.

Eligibility

Content of Ph.D 

programme

A bachelor’s degree in relevant 

subjects. However, most faculties 

would expect applicants to have

completed one year post graduate 

study (normally on a research 

preparation master course)

• Students would be expected to 

attend selective lectures, seminars 

and workshops;

•Starting the Ph.D project with 
discussing the plan with supervisor, 

learning essential research 

methodologies and preparing the 1st 

year report.
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At the end of the 1st year, a oral 
exam based on submitted proposal 

will be held to test a student’s 

academic capability and to ensure 

the feasibility of the a Ph.D project.  

•Carry on the 

approved Ph.D 

project;
•Students are 

required to present

their work to the 

audience including 

other graduate 

students and 

academic staff 

(ensure students’

progress);
•Students are 

expected to produce

1~2 first authored 

research papers;

•Thesis submission.

Will be 

awarded a 
qualification 

(a certificate 

or a master 

degree), 

and your 

Ph.D 

programme 

ends. 
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FAILFAIL

•A bachelor’s degree in relevant 

subjects;

•Satisfied Graduate Record 

Examination (GRE) score.
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•Students are required to take

postgraduate level courses which are 

both compulsory and selective;

•Students are required to undertake

2~3 laboratory rotations before

deciding a Ph.D project and 

supervisor;
•Students are encouraged to gain 

teaching experience by being a 

teaching assistant; 

•At the end of 2nd year, a qualification 

exam will be held to evaluate a 

student’s Ph.D project;

•An additional oral exam will be held to 

test a student’s knowledge in the both 
specific and broad context of the 

proposal.  

•Carry on the approved Ph.D project;

•Students meet advisory committee 

on regular base to ensure the 

satisfactory progress;

•1~2 first authored research papers

are expected;

•Thesis submission.
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