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The ORPHEUS2009 conference was held at Aarhus University, Denmark with 165 participants from 72 universities from 33 European countries. Among the invited speakers were

· Prof. Jean Chambaz, Chairman of the EUA-CDE steering committee,

· Dr. Sergio Di Virgilio, Research Directorate General, European Commission.

Participants of the conference confirmed their commitment to the principles of previous ORPHEUS conferences (2004, 2005 and 2007), as well as to the Salzburg Bologna conference (2005). In particular, that the PhD is a research degree and has to be based on a productive research environment. It was realized that where the research environment is not sufficiently productive, then cooperation and networking might be the best solution. Such a solution would stimulate local development and avoid excessive brain drain. This will be the topic of the 2010 ORPHEUS conference to be held in Vienna.

From previous ORPHEUS conferences, the following recommendations may be noted:
· that the thesis should normally be based on international published papers

· that the PhD programme should be structured with qualified and regular supervision.
· that a clinical PhD should have the same level as any other PhD in biomedicine and health sciences.

The conference accepted a position paper entitled: "Towards Standards for PhD Education in Biomedicine and Health Sciences", see http://www.orpheus2009.org/. In particular, the conference strongly recommended

· that training in transferable skills should be a substantial part of the formalized PhD courses.

· that access to the PhD programmes should be based on competitive and internationally open process.

· that to encourage internationalization, the thesis should be written and optimally also defended in English.

Conference welcomed Dr. Di Virgilio's elaboration of the many possibilities of EU support for PhD programmes and young researchers. Conference was particularly interested in support for collaboration between limited numbers of institutions. Conference was also interested in the possibility that ORPHEUS could apply for an ITN grant to support ORPHEUS as a Pan-European network.

Dr. Di Virgilio and Prof. Chambaz both emphasised that increased mobility as one of the Bologna goals should not be a one-way process, which was strongly supported by the conference.
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